
Abandoned Vehicle Title Search
House Bill 16-1056



q Apply to vehicles towed on or 
after 1/1/2017

q Requirement Added to:
q Tow Carrier and                

Law Enforcement 
completing Abandoned 
Vehicle Title Search 
Process

Summary

House Bill 16-1056



C.R.S. 42-4-1804, amend (2) and (6)(a). Report of abandoned motor vehicles –
owner’s opportunity to request hearing.
C.R.S. 42-4-2103, amend(3)(c)(I); and add (3)(c)(IV), (3)(c)(V), and (3)(c)(VI). 
Abandonment of motor vehicles – private property – rules.

Resource

Ø Department shall search 
records for owner or 
lienholder

Ø If there is “No Colorado 
Record Found”,  
Department shall 
conduct title search with 
entity with the following:

I. National Database
II. Retrieve Records with 

VIN and License Plate#
III. Provide VIN, License 

Plate #, Owner and/or 
Lienholder’s Name and 
Contact Info.

Ø Department shall 
complete search within 
10 working days and 
provide to LEA or Tow 
Operator 

Ø Operator/Agent within       
2-10 days after tow:
Ø Determine 

owner/lienholder 
from Department 
Record or National 
Search

Ø If National Search done:
Ø Does not count 

against Operator 10 
day deadline 

Ø Tow Operator not 
entitled to daily           
storage fees until owner 
or lienholder notified 

Ø Tow Operator shall send 
notice to owner or 
lienholder within five
calendar days after 
search information 
received from the 
Department



Currently
Colorado Title Searches are completed three ways

IDS 
System

In 
Person

Via 
Mail



Effective 1/1/2017
National Database Search completed two ways,

when ‘No Record Found” received from Colorado Title Search

IDS 
System

In 
Person

Via 
Mail



q Completed by Title and 
Registration Section

q Two staff members will 
process requests

q Request handled via 
Lexis Nexus

q Computer Specific 
Sign-In

National 
Database Search
Details…



q Tow Carriers and Law 
Enforcement Agency complete: 

q DR 2489A                           
Motor Vehicle Requestor 
Release Affidavit of 
Intended Use

q Additional Fee for Tow Carriers 
$2.20 per search  (LEA no fee)

National 
Database Search
Details…

DR 2489A
Motor Vehicle 
Requestor 
Release Affidavit 
of Intended Use



q Forms Affected by this change
q DR 2489A
q DR 2008
q DR 2008A
q DR 2773
q DR 2774

National 
Database Search
Details…



q DR 2489A Motor Vehicle 
Requestor Release Affidavit 
of Intended Use

q Revision Date 
07/08/16

q New Version                   
Four Pages

National 
Database Search
Details…



q DR 2008A Private Tow Vehicle 
Information Request

q Revision Date 8/9/16
q Changes

q #4 - Reason for Tow
q #7 - Motor Vehicle 

Search Information
q #8 Date Mailed

National 
Database Search
Details…



q DR 2773 Abandonment of 
Motor Vehicles Private Tow  
Requirements Checklist

q Revision Date 7/8/16
q Changes

q #3
q #4

National 
Database Search
Details…



q DR 2008 Public Tow Vehicle 
Information Request

q Revision Date 
08/16/16

q Changes
q #3 - Reason for Tow
q #5- Motor Vehicle 

Search Information
q Date Mailed

National 
Database Search
Details…



q DR 2774 Law Enforcement 
Public Tow  Requirements 
Checklist

q Revision Date 7/25/16
q Changes

q #3

National 
Database Search
Details…



National Database Search
Turn Around Time

Mail-In

Searches 
q Processing timeframe

q Within 48 hours once received
q Mailing Address

q Colorado Dept. of Revenue
Division of Motor Vehicles
Title and Registration Section
P.O. Box 173350 
Denver, CO  80217-3350

q Return Mail Options
q First Class Mail 
q Department not responsible 

for USPS or Overnight/Express 
Mail Service 



National Database Search
Turn Around Time

In-Person

Searches 
q Processed while waiting

q 10 or less
q Dropped Off/Pick Up next 

working day
q 11 or more
q 8am-5pm

q CO Department of Revenue 
Vehicle Services Unit



National Database Search
Turn Around Time

Overnight Mail 
Services

Searches 
q Processing timeframe

q Within 48 hours once received
q Methods

q USPS quickest delivery method
q Colorado Dept. of Revenue

Division of Motor Vehicles
Title and Registration Section
Lakewood, CO  80214

q Other overnight services routed 
to CO Dept. of Revenue
Sherman St. office prior to 
Pierce St. location

q Return Mail Options
q Pre-Paid/Express/Stamped 

return envelopes may be 
included to mail back searches

q First Class Mail 
q Department not responsible for 

USPS or Overnight/Express Mail 
Service 



www.colorado.gov/dmv
Resource



Tow Operator 
Abandoned Vehicle Title Search

House Bill 16-1056

Questions ???


